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The following information coucernin; the prison system in Venezuela 4 
prosented in view of the reneral concern over the continuin; inearceration 


ef political prisoners, 
25X1X6 P 


follovin; the revolutionary movement by military 
officers on 24 Novenber 1948 after which a Military Junta vas established, 
Hany imprisonments wore made throushout the country and continus te be 
nade up te the present time, Some few of these arrested have been 


ZBKIK CT 

& conservative sstimate of those now bein; held for 
political reasons is 4,000, of v.hom 800 are b6ise; held because of having 
anvu ed in political activities of various labor unions. It is the ceneral 
policy of the covernmont to accept at prison instituti ms, includin; the 
Carsel Modelo in Catia, Caracas, and the prison: at San Juan de loa Norvas , 
individuals wha vere arrested on the orders of military officers vith rank 
ag low as that of lieutenant, The arrests are mide first and tho I‘inistry 
e° Interior is notified of the reasons afterward, in most cases orally, 
Military officers have unguest’ onably in some instances taken advanta;a 
of these circumstances and have brousht about the incarceration of personal 
enemies rho are not dan~erous °rom either a revolutionary or political 


oes Ye of view, 


eee) prison wardens are under strict orders not te 
reiease anyone without the vritten orders of the Minister of Interior, 


oferta have been made by relatives and friends of prisoners to obtain their 
release, and the Minister has had a general policy of statin.: that he would 
jaok into the matter and see what could be done, Congideraole time has 
eiapsed in many instances and there has appeared to be a lack of any kind 

of effort on the part of tha ‘Minister of Interior to investicate and 
aatermine why certain prisoners aro being held, 


is. Col, Carlos Delzado Chalbaud, President of the itary Junta, 4s more 
or less noncommittal on the subject of political prisoners, He is reported 
to hare stated that his om father was in prison for 15 yearg and that 


prisoners "do not die", Source took this to moan that Delgado has no desire 


&S present to take ata vat toremedy the s ituation, 
: FAC 
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